November 1, 2013

Dear Friend/Partner
We live in a part of the world where having a Bible is
normal, even if we don’t read it. Our focus remains
firmly fixed on participating in the work of Bible
Translation to see
that the Word of
God is available to
people worldwide
in a language that
they can fully
understand. In
some countries
faced with serious
oppression against
anything Christian,
being in personal
possession of a
Bible or having a
Bible at home, places people in imminent danger.
Despite that challenge, distribution of the Scriptures is
happening via DVDs, downloadable computer files and
cell phones, especially in parts of Asia. Let us continue
to pray for the thousands of languages still without
one word of God’s Holy Word.

Highlights on some of our Missionaries
Orane & Dana Barrett
have a new addition
to the family, baby
Jesse. Both Orane and
Dana are completing
studies in Canada
Institute of Linguistics
(CanIL) for deeper
engagement in Bible
translation.
Celicia Elliot has
completed over one year
at CanIL Canada. She says
she has made many
friends from South East
Asia and is wondering if
that is possibly where she
will take up an assignment
when she is through.

Curtis & Jennifer
Campbell in Asia in
the area of
Language Survey.
They are being
trained in the
culture and
languages of the
communities they
plan to assess.

NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK!
Sasharae White, one of our
most recent additions, is now
working fulltime as Assistant
Coordinator for Language
Development. Sasharae brings
many talents to the table, one
being dub poetry. She spent

9 weeks at the University of
North Dakota, JuneAugust 2013, where
she was trained in
Community Literacy.
This Mega-literacy
course has prepared
her well to take on her
new role in the Language Development Division
(LDD).
Anthony & Icilda
de Mercado will
serve jointly as
Assistant
Coordinators for
Language
Development for
Deaf Communities
in the Caribbean.
They have worked
for over 20 years
with a Christian
school for the deaf. It is estimated that there may be
up to 400 sign languages used worldwide representing
10% – 20% of the remaining Bible translation needed
globally.

th

20 Anniversary Breakfast
After three
months of
feverish
preparation,
it was time
for the 20th
Anniversary
Breakfast for
Wycliffe
Caribbean.
Simultaneous events were held in Antigua,
Barbados and Trinidad & Tobago, allowing for
participation via live streaming from the main
event in Kingston. It was truly a great experience
to have been able to interact by Skype with our
missionaries outside of the Caribbean as well as
with persons in the three other locations. One
Pastor from Antigua in congratulating us, had
questions regarding the availability and use of the
translated Jamaican New Testament. The CEO in
his report, challenged the church leaders to truly
own the mission of Wycliffe and give their full
support. A number of persons made Faith
Promise commitments with this being a first for
WBTC. We plan to have an annual breakfast to
ensure continued church partnership and raise
significant operational funds. The feedback and
commentary from across the region were most
encouraging.
Barbados Wycliffe TEAM
Our TEAM in
Barbados has
continued to
focus on
interacting with
the Church
community
during the year through the efforts of Dr George
Callender, Colleen Phillips, Aleeca King, Dalton &
Everil Spence, to name a few. The photo above
shows some young men giving full attention at
one of the Barbados TEAM’s training sessions.
Antigua Wycliffe TEAM
The Team in Antigua has launched a WYnet Team.
This is due to the transformation that took place in

the life of Jamaul, a young Antiguan who attended
the WYnet Camp in the summer. On his return
home, he signed up to be the WYnet representative
for Antigua on his return home and is on a path to
have several young people attending WYnet Camp
2014. Thanks to the TEAM under the leadership of
José Laurent, for supporting him in his quest to get
to WYnet Camp 2013. To God be the glory!

Trinidad & Tobago Wycliffe TEAM
The Trinidad and Tobago Wycliffe TEAM, has been
working on a research on the history of Wycliffe
Caribbean over the
past 20 years. This
report will be made
available on our
website shortly. Our
soon to be relaunched website will
be managed from
Trinidad and Tobago,
with Earl’s second daughter Carissa playing a major
role. She is a brilliant graphic artist recently
completed her degree programme in Barbados. We
are thankful for her expert help.

By the way, check out the “Trini” uniform! Well
done Earl and Company!

Please pray for this TEAM as they adjust to a new
location due to the sale of our Trinidad property.

WBTC Youth Network (WYnet) Camp 2013
Despite initial uncertainties, the WYnet Camp
happened and was quite impactful. Some 11 campers
and 3 fulltime leaders along with a number of visiting
presenters together provided us with a successful
event this year. One camper related how she had
heard of the transforming power of the WYnet camp
and seen the work
of God in her
church sister, KrisAnn Bennett, but
being at the camp
herself, learning
the
transformational
purposes of God,
she knew that it
was not just someone else’s experience but now her
very own. She is insisting that she has been forever
changed as a result.

All the campers had their transformational moments
as they listened, learned and participated in the
various studies and exercises. In their various
expressions and testimonies they talked about how
God has met them in a special way and they wanted
others to
experience
God in the
same way.
They are
convinced that
He has a
compelling
purpose for
their lives –
Missions to the World!

The participants were exposed to the importance of
providing written materials in the Jamaican
language in order to encourage reading. They were
also provided with the tools to coach new writers.

The Jamaican Writers’ Club (JWC)
The Jamaican Writers’ Club (JWC) which was
launched on May 2, 2013, was established by
Wycliffe Bible Translators Caribbean in response
to an expressed need for the development of
literary material and expressions in the Jamaican
language, within the context of Scripture use, and
is based on feedback from participants in the Biliteracy & Bible Reading Project (BBRP) 2011/12.
In order to provide published resources, JWC is
dedicated to using discussion groups, writing
clubs, public readings, poetry and song festivals,
online publishing, a monthly radio programme,
and writing workshops, as stimulants to literary
works in the heart language. The LDD plans to
carry out similar initiatives for other Caribbean
nations with language projects as the need arises
and there is on-going discussion in this regard.

Campers in deep discussion over the Word

Language Development Division Writing Workshop
A Jamaican Writing Workshop was held April 3 to
4, with
participants
chosen from
the 2012
Jamaican Biliteracy and
Bible Reading
Project. The
aim of the workshop was to provide training to
selected Jamaican language speakers, to develop
their understanding of the writing process and to
prepare them to become facilitators in writing
workshops and writers’ clubs across the island.
The workshop facilitator was Diana Weber, SIL
Americas Area Coordinator of Literacy and
Education and Adjunct Professor at the University
of North Dakota.

Pastors and Church Leaders have high
expectations for the Proclaimer
The Proclaimer with
audio Scripture in
Jamaican was
introduced by SIL’s
Nico Doelman, at the
20th Anniversary
Breakfast. The
response from the church leaders was
overwhelming. The sample unit was provided by
Faith Comes by Hearing (FCBH) and contains a
microchip with the Scriptures. It is powered by a
long-run battery that can be recharged by
connecting to electricity via the regular power
cord or by solar energy using a wind up
mechanism when in remote places.
FCBH has offered free units to the Jamaican
church and some 20 inner city and rural
community ministry leaders have applied. We
have ordered 40 units expecting increased
interest and a free training workshop with FCBH
will be convened in February 2014 for churches
committing to have a listening group in their

community for persons to hear the entire New
Testament in the Jamaican Creole.

that God will continue to bless and keep you in
the coming year.

SOME FEEDBACK FROM ATTENDEES AT OUR
MONTHLY WYCLIFFE ONE DAY EXPLORE
TRAINING IN JAMAICA – these workshops take
volunteers and membership candidates through
four modules of preparation.







“…a real eye opener!”
“…I have a better understanding of what it
will take to complete the Great Commission”
“…has cemented and confirmed the direction
in which God is leading me”
“… I have received a wealth of information”
“…has opened my mind to a different
perception of Missions”
“…how come my church is not teaching this?”

DONOR CHURCHES FROM
ACROSS THE CARIBBEAN
We thank the following churches for their financial
support to the organization during 2013:Arlene Gardens Gospel Assembly
Bethesda Gospel Chapel
Brown’s Town Baptist Church
Christian Brethren Assemblies
Christian Life Fellowship
Church of the Ascension
Church of the Open Bible – Washington Boulevard
Emmanuel Missionary Church
Fellowship Tabernacle
First Baptist Church – Cayman Islands
First Missionary Church
Good Tidings Mennonite Church
Grace Missionary Church
Harbour View Gospel Chapel
Hope Area Churches Organization (HACO)
Jamaica Evangelistic Mission
Mona Baptist Church
Mona Heights Chapel
Ocho Rios Gospel Chapel
Port Antonio Church of the Open Bible
Portmore Gospel Assembly
Savannah United Church – Cayman Islands
Topaz Christian Fellowship
Transformed Life Church

We deeply appreciate every act of kindness,
encouragement and financial support received
during 2013. Your prayers have kept us going and
we thank you so much for that! It is our prayer

Hope

Taylor,

former
receptionist with WBTC
during the period 2004 –
2010, went to be with the
Lord on April 14, 2013. Her
passion for the Lord and His
Kingdom
was
unquestionable as well as
infectious. She has left
behind a rich legacy for us
to emulate.

Here are some ways in which you can volunteer
with your local National Wycliffe TEAM. Would
you like to help?
Church Visits
Distribution
Member Care

Transportation
Fundraising
Public Relations

Follow-Up
Hospitality
Prayer

A Blessed and Holy Christmas to
you and your family!

John Roomes, CEO
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